the 'mysteries' of intrauterine life and its impact on the development of the fetus and on the future of the infant, and how those avdersely affected can be accurately diag nosed. This is crucial for initiating appro priate measures as early as possible, aiming at the reduction of many of the child problems which result from deviation of normal intrauterine life due to unfortunate environmental or genetic factors. For these and other reasons, this book is important, interesting and welcomed. It is the outcome of the proceedings of Symposia 6 and 8, held at the Middlesex Hospital Medical School in London under the auspices of the Institute for Research in Mental Retardation. This book deals briefly with such issues as the investigation and diagnosis of problems in intrauterine life and the detection of ab normalities and the prediction of the future potential of the infant.
There is a chapter on the use of chromo some and metabolic studies to investigate the genetic well-being of the fetus, and another chapter on the influence of intrauterine en vironment; both are concisely and clearly written. The chapter on screening for cyto genetic abnormalities also discusses the management of pregnancy in these situa tions.
Part of the book is devoted to the pre dictive value of developmental assessment in infancy and the strategy and validity of early detection of neurological dysfunction. An outline of detection of abnormalities and prediction of the future potential of the infant is provided.
In summary, this book provides useful, concise reading on prenatal diagnosis and infant assessment, the two important means for detection and early diagnosis of retarda tion. Certainly it will be appreciated by all doctors, in particular those who have no time to read larger volumes, and would be a valuable addition to libraries in medical schools and hospitals. It is attractive in lay out and free from production errors. The range of topics reflect the increasing breadth of concern and action within the mental health movement. The Presidential Address by Dr G. M. Carstairs distills both world-wide experience and deep insight. As he concludes his address, setting the stage for the Congress, he describes its ". . . two main fields of interest, the practical humanitarian tasks that demand our attention . .. the other more in the realm of ideas."
This also describes the book. There are straightforward presentations of programs from a wide range of settings -hospitals, schools and community, from Western Can-
